
Dry Falls Hike

Dry Falls is a popular waterfall located a few miles outside of Highlands gives you the rare treat of walking
safely  behind  a  waterfall.  This  75-foot  tall  waterfall  in  the  Nantahala  National  Forest  flows  over  an
overhanging cliff, allowing you to walk behind the falls and stay dry (hence the name). During rainy spells
when the water volume is higher, the spray will prevent you from staying totally dry.

Dry Falls flows on the Cullasaja River through the Nantahala National Forest. It is part of a series of
waterfalls on a 8.7-mile (14 km) stretch of the river that eventually ends with Cullasaja Falls. In the narrow
and deep Cullasaja Gorge, the Cullasaja River rushes and drops in a series of cascades and waterfalls to the
Tennessee River near Franklin. A two-lane highway called Mountain Waters Scenic Byway, which is the
combined route of U.S. 64 and NC 28, runs through the Cullasaja Gorge, which is mostly protected as part
of the Nantahala National Forest.

The U.S. Forest Service has designated this to be a National Scenic Byway because of the river, and its
numerous waterfalls. The highway clings to the north bank of the Cullasaja River. Though the road is narrow
and the curves are frequent and sharp, it can be a fun and beautiful drive. There are many places to pull off,
get out and enjoy the views of the river.

Directions: take 23/74 W towards Dillsboro and Franklin. At Franklin stay on the by-pass and take U.S.
Highway 64 East toward Highlands in about 8 miles it’s on your right – park and enjoy!

https://www.busyhiker.com/dry-falls-hike/

